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Prime Minister Forbes Burn- 
ham of Guyana yesterday won 
the absolute majority he de- 
manded as the condition for 


remaining in office. 

In 'his racially troubled coun- 
try, located on the northeast 
coast of South America, rule 
by one party means, in effect, 
rule by one race. In the ease 
of Burnham’s People’s Nation- 
al Congress Party, this means 
the Negro race. 

Acoording to Reuters reports 
from Georgetown, the capital 
of Guyana, Burnham’s Party 
had taken a commanding lead 
with most of the more than 
300,000 votes counted. 

Jagan Trails Badly 

The Party had 172,371 votes 
to 113,027 for the People’s 
Progressive Party of Marxist 
former Prime Minister Cheddi 
Jagan. The rightist United 
Force Party won 20,027. 

These totals included the 
overseas vote, which under a 
broad interpretation of Guy- 
enese ciiizenship included a 
potential 66^000 persons 
abroad. Burnham’s opposition 
made a good case for many of 
these registrants being fradu- 
lent. 

However, the final total of 
valid absentee votes was given 
as only 36,429. Of these, 34,429 
went to Burnham’s Party. 
Jagan had said he would Chal- 
lenge a Burham victory, but 
yesterday he said: 

“We will now resolutely 
work to bring down this re- 
gime which has 'Usurped power 
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by foul means.” He said he 


precluded violence in this ef- 
fort. 


Negro Minority 

Burnham and most of his 
Party members are Negro. But 
Negroes form only 31 per cent 
of the former British colony’s 
700,000 people. About 51 per 
cent ai'e descendents of sugar 
workers brought generations 
ago from India. The rest are 
aborigines, Chinese or whites. 

According to the totals, 
Burnham succeeded in win- 
ning away many East Indians 
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who traditionally voted for 
Jagan, himself an East Indian. 
Burnham also captured most 
votes of his former coalition 
partner, the United Force 
Party. 

The coalition broke up ear- 
lier this year and Burnham de- 
clared he would not form an- 
other, whatever the result of 
last Monday’s balloting. In 
1964, two years before inde- 
pendence, Burnham won the 
premiership from Jagan only 
by pooling strength with the 
conservatives. 

Actually, Burnham might 


well have formed another 
coalition to keep out Jagan— - 
and the United, States, fearing' 
that Jagan would turn, to 
Cuba and the Soviet Union, 
would have supported him. , 

The 45-year-old, . London- 
educated lawyer described 
himself thusly in an interview 
last week: 

“I am a . politician. I will 
use any means short of foul 
play to build up support for 
my Party.” ■ 

Support for his Party— in 
the Guyanese racial-ideologi- 
cal context — means weaken- 
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ing of Burnham’s arch-politi- 
cal enemy, Jagan. 

Explaining w h y Jagan 
seemed so listless in this cam- 
paign compared to 'previous 
ones, Burnham said: “He 
knows he wouldn’t be allowed 
to rule.” 

Many Latin Americans be- 
lieve the United States would 
have intervened had Jagan 
won, but Burnham said he 
meant that too few Guyanese 
were Marxists to permit him 
to take power. 

Burnham was quick to say 
that he believed Jagan “is 


not a spent force.” The Prime 
Minister indicated he would 
try in the coming fiye .years 
to attract Indians across Par- 
ty lines. 

Fear for Indians 

Some diplomatic sources in 
Georgetown who long cham- 
pioned the struggle against 
Jagan were now concerned 
that, with absolute power, 
Burnham might rule arbitrari- 
ly and jeopardize the rights 
of the Indians. 

Jagan. already has charged 
such treatment at the hands 
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of the ' Negfo-domindted po- 
lice force and civil service. 

An issue in the campaign 
was street disorder. Indians 
say most victims are Indian 
and that the perpetrators are 
Negro. They charge police 
inaction. 

Most .prescriptions for ‘the 
future of Guyana call for a 
realignment of the parties 
away from their racial base. 
A key indicator of Burnham’s 
intentions may come in the 
naming of cabinet-level offi- 
cials. Few Indians hold top 
.offices in Georgetown today. 
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